


‘ A tt fo pik Gee 
Peoreduetica Pi ee 
Po en ot 





iO? g26e57 





Ko. cama EY ee x 
5B* 6 G2 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR TARGETS 
D/I, DCS/O, USAF 
LIMITED EFFECT TARGET SYSTEM 
FOR COMMUNIST CHINA 
(TOP SEGRET) 
March 1955 
DIRECTORATE OF INTELLIGENCE 
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
eset ith oe dees 62 a Fapas 
. : oe finn OR eee Cools 





TOP SECRET 


LIMITED EFFECT TARGET SYSTEM FOR COMMUNIST CHINA 


1, General. Concept 
The general situation envisioned is a Chinese Gammunist attack 


on Quemoy and Matsu, preparatory to an amphibious assault on the 
Pescadores and Taiwan (Formosa). ‘The United States will assist the 
Nationalist Chinese with air and sea power. It will be the objective 
of the United States by a progressive show of force to defend the off- 
shore islands and at the same time to keep the action limited and 
prevent hostilities from becaning a general war with Communist Chinas 
In a tactical war of limited seope against Communist China nuclear 
weapons will be used against selected resources and resource elements 
of exposed Chinese Canmunist strengths. 
2 Selection of Strengths 

The selection of strengths to be attacked has been conditionad. 
by the desire te produce immediate effects against eneny forces and 
thelr supporting elements capable of conducting attacks against the 
off-shore islands and at the game time to exercise reatraint to keep 
the action fran expanding inte a full-scale operation against 
Conmunist China. The military and logistic strengths have been selected 
as the strengths to be partially reduced by direct attack because of 
the immediacy of the threat which they represent, The control (political 
and governmental), industrial, general econanic, and psychological 
strengths pose a less immediate threat and attack on them would increase 
the risk of a general war with Camunist China, In light of the desire 
to make maximum effort to limit the action and of the related rigk of 
general war, the strengths, othdr than military and logistic, are ox 
cluded in the initial, limited phase. Of these excluded strengths only 
the psychological strength, the Chinese Communist ability to adhere to 
a plan or course of action, would be affected, 
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(a) For air resources««the area within 700 nautical miles 
of the Peseadores (plus two particular airfields in ereas farther 
renoved from the 760 nautical mile range of the Pescaderes currently 
capable of supporting TU-l, eperations).« 

(>) For ground foree vresources-~the araa bounded roughly 
by Kuang-chou (Canton) < Chang-sha ~ Hang=cheu (Hangehow) tiriengle. 

For the Logistic strength the area is that within the 


Kuang~chou (Canton) - Hantkou (Hankow) - Shanghai triangle. 


~ 3e Selection of Targets 


ae The Military Strength, Air Resources 


The resource elenents considered were: command control 
centers, airfields, air logistic installations, and alr defense 
warning and centrol units. 

Three command control centerg were rejected because they 
ave in urban areas and specific locations within the urban area are 
unknown Airfields were selected because they constitute prinary, 
identifiable elenentea of the air capability, 

All airfields located within 700 nautical miles of the 
Pescadores and capable of supporting jet and piston fighters or 
bombers were selected. Two airfields currently equipped for TU-d, 
operations were also selected although located teyond the 700- 
nautical-mile arce This distance criterion for selection of jet- 
capable airfields excludes fran consideration the possibility of 
aperating fren more digtant bases and using bageg closer to the 
Formosan area as postetrike staging bases, Consideration of this 
possibility would enlarge the gone of air facility selection to almost 
all of Chinas 

Twelve air logistic installations not on airfields were 
rejected because they are located in urban areas and are ocuparatively 


renote fron the immediate threat. Air defense warning and control 
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units were rejected becange successful. attacks upon the airfields will 
reduce the air capability by direct action against @ primary element of the 
air regources which will result in degrading the function of the air 
defenge elenents. Additionally, these air defense elements canprise a 


secondary element of the air resources and are diffleult to identify. 
be The Military Strength, Ground Force Resources 


\ 


{The resource elements considered were: important head- 
quarters, troop concentrations, treop barracks areas, and military supply 
depots. Three headquarters were rejected because they are in urban areas 
but net precisely locatable, Three troop concentration areas (embarkation 
points) were selected, Six twoop barracks areas and seven military supply 
depots were included ag being of sufficient significance that their logs 
wold be serlous. 

Additional treop concentrations might appear in special 
situations which cannot. be foreseen, but there is no strong reason for 
expecting troop concentrations in any density except at the places selected, 

ce The Logistie Strength, Transportation Resources 

The resource elenents congidered were: rail yards, rail bridges, 
highway bridges, and ports. Rall yards were rejected because the large 
yarda of seme significance are all in urban areas and cannot be heavily 
damaged without using weapons with substantial yields. Rail bridges of 
Long lengths were selected in order to impede and reduce traffic flow on 
the few reil lines in the area of concerns These bridges are large enough 
+o make recuperability difficult if they are destroyed. Highway bridges 
were rejected because they are mora casily by~paesed than rail bridges and 
are fairly casy to replace. Generally they are not suitable targets for 
nuclear weapons. Ports were selected because port traffic is an important 
meang of transportation In this ares and ite disruption would reduce the 
Logistic strength. 
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dy The Logistic Strength, POL Resources 


The resource element congidered was petroleum storage 
facilities All identified facilities of sufficient size to be 
significant (those with a capacity of 2,000 metric tong ox more) 
were includede As several of these targetea are Located adjacent to 
oll refineries, sane damage to refinery operation may also occurs 


he The Recoumended Target, Systen 
The targets recommended consist of the following: 


Airfields 46 
Troop Concentrations 3 
Troop Barracks Areas 6 
Military Supply Depots 7 
Rail Bridges & 
Ports 2 
Petroleum Storage 15 
Installationa oz 
Total 90 


Sone of these targeta are lecated fairly close to other 
recommended targets. 
These are grouped as follows: 
Shanghai 6 Petroleum storages 
4, slvfields 
Fu-chou (Foeochow) L Airfield 
L Port 
L Troop Goncautration 
Heta~emen (Amoy) 1 Airfield 
i Port 
1 Petroleun storage 


L Treop concentration 
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Hangechou (Hangehow) 1 Troop barracks 
3 Military supply depots 
1 Reil bridge 
Kuang~chou (Canton) @ Airfields 
| 5 Troop Barracks 
3 Military supply depots 
4, Petroleum storages 
Nan=ching 1 Airfield 
3 Potreleum storages 
Attack on the recemmornded targets may be phased according to 
the immediaey and the criticality of the threat represented or supported 
wy the target. The Chinese Communist air capability is the most immediate 
and potentially a very serous threat to US and Chinese Nationalist 
girengtha exposed in the area, The ground force capability is alse an 
immediate threat to Quemoy and Matau but is not critical as far as ex— 
posed US strengths are concerned, Successful attacks against the air 
and ground force resources contributing to the Chinese Canmnist petentlal 
for amphibious assault on the Quenoy and Mateu Islands would involve 
not only the military strength but alse the military aspects of the 
control and psychological strengths, This might result in recognition 
by the Chinese Communists of the United Statea intent to make good the 
support of the Chinese Nationalists in the defense of the Formosan arda. 
Although a gradual application and increase of pressure could 
be exerted by attacking airfields a few at a time, this procedure would 
involve a high degree of riske Withholding of concerted effort at the 
cutsst to reduce the Chinese Cammunist air capability by airfield denial 
would forfeit the Initiative, anable Chinese Communist redeployment and 


continued operations, and decimate the US efforte 
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AIRFIELDS SUPPORTING ATTACKS ON OFFSHORE ISLANDS 


fhe area of target significance in China with respect to air 
operations against islands off the mainland was delineated by 
describing an are 700 nautical miles fran the Pescadores Islands. 
Combat radius of the BUTCGHER/IL-28 was used as the basis for this 
arce 

All airfields estimated te be currently equipped for piston 
mediun boubers, jet light bonbers, jet fighters, or piston light 
banberg 45 fighters have been listed as of target significance. 
Algo included are ‘four airfields estimated to be currently 


equipped for piston medium banber operations which are located 


within medium banber range (1,500 nautical miles) of the Pescaderes 


Islands; and seven airfields not currently equipped for any aix 
eraft but estimated to be immediately developable for piston 
boanber aircraft. These airfields have been included because of 


their proximity to the offshore islands. 
Aircraft strengths given in the following table aro estimated 


authorized strengths. 
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